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Respectine the class of diseases termed Neuroses, there must 

be more doubt, as we are unable to bring the microscope to our aid in 
investigating the abnormal condition of the vital fluid; still, analogy and 
a few well-established facts are sufficient to incline us to the belief that 
the same law holds true also here. The neuroses, it is well known, are 
much more apt to be developed when the body is not in a vigorous con- 
dition. There has been considered to be a sort of antagonism between 
the vascular and nervous systems, since when the former is depressed 
the latter is in a highly sensitive condition. 1 believe it a correspond- 
ing state, and not an antagonizing one. It certainly demands tonics for 
its relief. We accomplish the cure by filling the vessels as soon as pos- 
sible with rich blood, and temporarily by the exhibition of stimulants. 
In delirium tremens we make use of nervous stimuli; particularly of 
those which will act upon the brain. Alcohol, therefore, in tolerably free 
doses, is very efficient. Opium, also, guiac., ether, assafcetida, ammonia, are 
all useful. In epilepsy our practice has been in a measure empirical, un- 
less we have been able to find the cause of the commotion in the sys- 
tem, and have been obliged to resort to remedies known to possess a tonic 
action upon the nerves. Nitrate of silver, ammoniated copper, electro- 
magnetism, zinc, arsenic, are among the most efficient, and not sedatives 
as conium and prussic acid, which would be the case if there was excess 
of action. Apoplexy, though getting to be, is not yet generally well un- 
derstood. To it I have directed close attention for some years, since it 
is a disease extremely common, carrying off annually many of the noblest 
of the land. I am convinced that it is strictly, in the majority of con- 
gestive cases, a disease accompanied with loss of tone in some tissue or 
portion of the brain, particularly of that generating the nervous fluid or 
influence. It is not inflammatory, for the amount of fibrine in the blood, 
as shown by Andral, is often below the normal quantity. It follows ex- 
hausting „occurs among those whose vital powers are injured by 
age and excessive feeding, or more commonly among the broken down, 
poorly clothed and fed, as in our almshouses; among these latter it is 
much more unmanageable. It occurs oftenest during the oppressive heat 
of summer or the intense colt of 
meals, when the stomach is called upon to perform unusual work. 
363230 we bleed? fe is not because this remedy is di- 
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rectly curative, excepting in cases depending u hypertrophy of the 
obstruction mechanical It may be omitned in 
many cases without the danger Oy and among the poor and 
debilitated is generally injurious. Yet it ently is of service, just as 
‘inflammation by removing the congestion, while specific stimuli complete 
thecure. One of our most efficient agents in the treatment of this dis- 
ease is croton oil. It has specific powers. Apoplexy has frequently, 
perhaps almost always, its exciting cause in the deranged action of some 
of the abdominal viscera or their governing nerves. Some debilitating 
cause acting there, involves the brain secondarily. The powerful stimu- 
lus of the oil acts frequently in a most prompt and satisfactory manner, 
even before the bowels are affected by it. Here is an instance. A wo- 
man, who had at various times been deranged, and always of feeble in- 
tellect, was seized with a slow fever, strongly resembling some of the 
obscure inflammations of the brain. Her brother, a very intelligent man, 
suspected this to be the case. It appeared to me, the difficulty prima- 
rily lay in the deranged state of the abdominal viscera. I saw her only 
at considerable intervals, and by a neglect of her nurse the bowels were 
not properly attended to. Early one morning, information was brought 
me that she had a fit. She was lying in a complete apoplexy, with ster- 
torous breathing. Of course, as this state had supervened on a long fe- 
brile condition, it seemed to me a hopeless case. However, three drops 
of croton oil were placed on the tongue. In a few minutes it operated 
as an —— pad matter by the mouth. Her apoplexy 
_ T bave seen symptoms of a su i 
fainting, lasting but an instant. Such a — occurred to me — ad ſew 
days since, while examining a maniacal patient. The pulse was full and 
hard, seeming to indicate the lancet. While preparing to swallow a purga- 
tive portion, he fainted ; he was laid on the floor, stertorous breathing 
followed for a moment, when he leaped up and took his medicine without 
hesitation. The same thing I witnessed in a lad whom I was vaccinat- 
ing lately. His fainting was followed by an instantaneous apoplexy, and 
this by consciousness. years since I was called to see a middle-aged 
woman with apoplexy. ‘There was sufficient fulness and hardness of 
pulse to justify bleeding, nor was she feeble and broken down. A few 
ounces were taken, but the symptoms seemed to become rather worse. 
She rapidly recovered under the use of ammonia, valerian and iron. 
She still remains hemiplegic, and, singular as it may seem, is unable to pro- 
nounce any syllable except no, which she uses with a nod when she means 
and it is brought into requisition on all occasions. A precisely simi- 
ease has fallen under my observation since then, where that mono- 
syllable was the only word which could be pronounced. Graves mentions 
a case lectures. 
A plethoric, -necked gentleman, weighing at least 250 pounds, 
who had long been looked upon as a cand — apoplexy by * 
one, was seized with a fit six years ago. I found him lying in his hall 
upon the floor, in a y comatose state. Cold water was freely 
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applied to the head in a stream, and as his pulse was extremely full and 
strong, a vein was opened in each arm. Soon he revived and ized 
his friends. In about half an hour slight twitching of the muscles of the 
face could be seen, a violent convulsion ensued, followed by sterior and 
complete apoplexy. Two years after he had another attack, and was 
freely bled ; during the course of the ensuing twenty-four hours he hac 
fourteen different convulsive attacks, each followed by apoplexy. Cro- 
ton oil was of service, but what was especially useful was the oil of va- 
lerian, which speedily restored him after the first dose. His. bladder 
was, however, paralyzed fora week. A year after he had another attack, 
and though his pulse was full and strong, yet, knowing how quick it felt 
the previous bleedings, I was deterred its repetition, and as he could 
not swallow, administered an injection of brandy. He was soon enabled 
to take the valerian by mouth, and made a speedy recovery. Whenever 
threatened with an attack, which is announced by a feverish state of the 
system, and dulness of mind, valerian and zinc quickly restore the bound · 
ing pulse to its natural standard. When last year absent from the city, 
with his wife, he had an attack, and it was with the greatest difficulty 
she could prevail upon the medical attendant to delay the use of the lan- 
cet until the remedies he had been accustomed to, might be tried; be 
made a happy recovery, and continues well to this day. — 

For several years past | have been much less in the habit of bleeding 
extensively after the development of an attack, but resort earlier to, and 
rely more upon, remedies calculated to stimulate the bowels and excite 
the action of the brain, and can say, with most satisfactory results, 
compared with the strict antiphlogistie treatment recommended by the 
earlier writers of this century. g 

Inflammatory rheumatism partakes of the character of a neurosis and 
inflammation. The treatment generally adopted is to diminish the amount 
of blood by venesection, the fibrine by calomel, and then perhaps colehi- 
cum alone, or with the other agents, or antimony. But other remedies 
may be used at an early period, particularly if attack is light, such 
as mezereon, guiac. and bark, whose operation is upon the nervous or 
vascular tissue as specific stimuli. lu the latter stage of the disease 
tonics are universally allowed to be the remedy. } “ely 

In many of the neuroses, accompanied by a poor state of the blood, 
iron restores its vigor, and this indirectly stimulates the nervous structure 
by a free supply of oxygen to the whole body. It is, therefore, a remedy 
in all sorts of neuroses, just as mercury is in all the phlegmasie. 
It is not strictly specific in its action. Colchicum seems to possess 
the property of constringing the capillaries of the fibrous tissues, 
and particularly the glandular structure of the kidneys, or that portion 
which presides over the elimination of uric acid, and it is to this 
double property it probably owes its usefulness in rheumatism. Tur- 
pentine is somewhat similar in its action; it is also an excellent 
general stimulant, particularly in low fevers, where there is ulceration of 
the bowels ; in larger doses it much resembles alcohol. In chorea, where 
there is a disordered state of the bowels, it is frequently superior to iron, 
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and is highly recommended by Dr. Hunt, of Sir Patrick Dunn’s Hos- 
ital, Dublin. It is one of the best remedies in lumbago, whether taken 
ternally or applied externally ; in this latter manner it sometimes re- 
moves the pain in a few minutes. 

The treatment of tetanus has been greatly diversified, but it seems to 
me that the opinion is gaining ground that it requires a treatment of 
tonic character, and J am confident that when we can find for it a spe- 
cific tonic, then we shall have satisfaction in its treatment. ‘This disease 
occurs mostly in individuals whose nervous systems are in a peculiarly 
irritable state, to be thrown into confusion by 
exciting cause. is state, like that of the nervous irritability following 
sickness and exhaustion, is best removed by tonics, such as iron. Ho- 
sack found wine, in large quantities, useful. 

There is some s ie stimulant property in the iod. not gene- 
rally recognized. It is of known efficacy in hysteria, and from its remarka- 
ble and truly specific action in two cases of traumatic hysteria under my 
ete, the of w ich could be distinguished from tetanus only by its early 

ptoms, I am led to hope it may be found useful in the more severe 
form of the malady. It is a well-marked stimulant to the periosteum, 
to cartilages, and in certain cutaneous diseases. Its anti-asthmatic power 
is probably owing to its peculiar action upon the mucous membrane of 
the lungs or the pneumogastric nerve. A medical gentleman, living in a 
district where the disease is endemic and extremely common, says most 
cases yield to this remedy, but he sometimes finds the nitrate of silver 
2 The action of these two agents must, then, be somewhat 
alike. I once had a young woman under my care for spasmodic asthma; 
her attacks were extremely severe, and ‘painful to witness. Gin gave 
more speedy relief than any medicine. Electro-magnetism will relieve 
asthma frequently when the attacks are purely spasmodic. Hysteria, in 
all its forms, requires, sooner or later, a tonic or stimulant course. Va- 
lerian, one of these remedies, seems to be principally confined in its ope- 
ration to the part of the brain or spinal column generating the nervous fluid, 
and it is most singularly efficacious in stopping almost all varieties of con- 
vulsion, both in adults and infants. ‘The oil is the best preparation for 
this purpose, and I have rarely seen it fail; though I have not used it in 
cases requiring the lancet or antimony, until these had been tried. In the 
Retrospect, Part X., mustard is advised in cases of infantile convulsion, 
and from the nature of its oil I think it must be useful, and on the prin- 
ciple here laid down. 

Before remarking upon narcotics, or medicines so classed, I wish to 
say a few words respecting pain, which is intimately connected with their 

tion. What this may be, it is impossible to say, except that it is the 
fulfilment of a function ; it is an action, altered from the state 4— 
health. Perhaps it is impossible to state wherein consists the di 
between a pleasurable and painful sensation. Pain has ever been con- 
nected, in the minds of men, with inflammation, and of course, accord- 
ing to their theoretic view of this, with an exalted action of the nervous 
fibrils ; but the theory of inflammation being overthrown, as it completely 
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is, the same will perhaps be found true respecting the nervous system 
when transmitting the sensation of pain. Several of the medical men of 
Great Britain seem to entertain this view, and to me it appears quite 
rational. If a person receive a severe bruise upon the foot or hand, for 
a moment no sensation is perceived, the parts being paralyzed ; this is 
followed by increasing pain for a short time, and this gives place to te- 
— See bev is restored. Have we a right to say that these 
nerves, bruised, and in a state badly to fulfil their duties, are acting with 
uncommon force? or is a nerve compressed under the nail, as when’ 
wounded by a sliver, more free to transmit sensation than when unhurt ? 
It appears to me that it would be much more reasonable to su there 
was a state of action corresponding to the disordered state of the ¢rans- 
mitting organ. We cannot call this paralysis; this is a distinct state; 
but may jt not be a peculiar debility, depending upon the peculiar or 

ization of the sensor portion of the nervous tissue, in other words a 
specific debility? ‘The power of transmitting the sensation of pain is 
a specific endowment, possessed only by certain nerves, and not even shared 
by the brain ; it is developed only when some portion of the is 
reduced below its healthy state. sequently a condition of ness or 
disease is always attended with pain, which is excited by the most trivial 
causes, such as would make not the least impression on a well man. If 
this is true, perhaps we shall find pleasurable sensations depend upon an 
erulted action of these nerves. All organs acting in a perfect manner, 
the secretions taking place in a normal way, give a feeling of glow and 
vigor, which is really a pleasurable sensation. It may be asked, then, 
why do stimulant applications to an inflamed surface cure the inflamma- 
tion, if it produces this peculiar condition of the sensor fibres? I answer, 
that the stimulant does not act as an astringent on the capillaries for some 
time, for they are enlarged at first, during the excessive smarting of dhe 
remedy, and relief does not ensue until the pain has begun to subside, which 
takes — the vessels * under the influence — — orgamie 
nerves. in is produced, as it were, by a surprise nerves, 
before they 4 ſrom the — their power, the brain. 
Moreover, this tonic action upon the vessels is specifically distinct from 
the irritation, though it is true most tonics are at first irritant, but all irri- 
tants are not tonics, as antimony applied to the conjunctiva when in- 
flamed. Often, however, we see ulcers of the cornea and other parts of 
the body, painful upon the application of the most emollient substances, 
as poultices, lead, solution of opium, relieved at onee by the lunar caue- 
tic. This can hardly be owing to a crust formed, for there is no evi- 
dence of this, and no crust or varnish would produce so sudden relief; nor 
is it due simply to the contraetion of capillaries, for these are at first 
rather more congested, or certainly seem to be quite as full of blood. 
The phenomenon is quite as well accounted for by supposing a specific 
stimulus given to the diseased structure, exactly r depressed 
state, and bringing it up toa healthy condition. 

Why, it may be asked, do poultices allay pain? Poultices are most 
useful in the earlier stage of inflammation, before the diseased capillaries 
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have fully yielded to the exhausting causes. At this time, a powerful 
— could not be used, both from danger of exciting the heart, and 
i ing the pain by irritation. Over-stimulation is to be 
against, since it would only increase the difficulty. ' To meet this crisis, 
nothing surpasses the poultice, which by the gentle stimulus of heat gives 
the exact tone required, arouses the glandular structure of the skin, which 
is favored in its action by the softening effect of moisture and the increased 
flow of blood to the surface. It gives the specific degree of excitement 
to the irritated sensor nerves, adapted to their present circumstances, for 
a remedy may have a specific action both as respects its nature and also 
as respects its degree; one agent giving a greater degree than another, 
yet hoth agreeing in character. Blisters are stimulant, and by this pro- 
cure a scald head, an erysipelas, or a bubo ; dying blisters are 
Neil useſul in the latter 22 of typhus ſever. When applied to a 
surface, as the thorax, on the decline of pleurisy, they over-stimulate the 
skia, producing inflammation—but the int parts only to the right 
degree ; thus the inflammation seems to change situations. If resorted 
to, too early, there is a stimulus of the heart which is injurious, and there 
is a great generation of fibrine in the blood. Applied to an extremity, 
they are sometimes more powerfully excitant, than when near the part ; 
this takes place through the agency of the nervous system, just as apply- 
ing the hands to the fire when suffering with cold sends a glow over 
whole body, or dipping them in water refreshes the whole system when 
suffering with the heat of summer. This applies especially to nervous 
diseases, for in the inflammatory I have ever found them more useful ap- 
plied near the part, unless so near as to over-stimulate. 

The following is a case illustrative both of the effects of specific tonics 
in. inflammation, and the danger of over-stimulation by blistering. A wo- 
man, of feeble constitution, injured her eye by lime. She neglected it 
ſor several days, and intense inflammation of the whole globe had set in. 
It-was relieved by the usual antiphlogistic treatment, including mercury. 
Just as it was passing off, | pe behind the ear ; 
she put it on the temple, close to the eye. The inflammation was re- 
kindled with double fury, the cornea became infiltrated with pus, all sight 
was lost, and there seemed not the slightest hope of saving the eye, the 
loss of which would have been deplorable, as she had fost the other 
in early life from smallpox. In despair, I gave her bark. Its effects 
were wonderful ; in a fortnight she could sew, and had fully recovered 
from the injury. A few leucomatous spots were all that remained. 

There may be other unknown operations of this powerful agent, but 
the above seem to me satisfactory. It relieves the deep-seated pain by 
curing the disease from which it originates. When an inflammation is 
advanced, we do not find poultices longer soothing, but cold is both more 
pleasant and curative by its diminishing the chemical actions on which 
depend the phenomena of inflammation, and by its constringing the dis- 
tended — When, however, cold is too long continued, it becomes 
sedative, for the over- stimulated parts yield, and an opposite state ensues, 
and moreover the chemical actions are delayed on which depend the vi- 
tality of the part. 
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If the above remarks be true respecting the phenomena of pai 
we have a clear explanation of the — of narcotics, each — 
stimulant to the nervous structure of some one or more of the tissues. 

Strychnine is known as an irritant to the brain and motor column of 
the spinal marrow, but it also seems to act upon that part secreting or gov- 
erning the nervous fluid, as it has a tendency to increase the quantity 
of blood in the brain, just as turpentine or — increase it in the kidney. 
Nux vomica uces this effect more strongly than strychnine. It is to_ 
be avoided, therefore, in cases of inflammation of this organ, just as diu- 
retics in kidney disease. When, however, it is used at a time when this 
congestion is not present, and the fluid is generated or acts with less than 
common activity, it is valuable. It is a stimulant and irritant to the 
spinal cord. I have just found it useful in a case of great agitation 
of the. fom. supply. It has been 
found advantageous in certain diseased states of the stomach, arising from 
loss of functional power. As a stimulus to nerves of sensation, it is of 
little use ; not having any specific relation to their functions, it has gene- 
rally, in these cases, proved quite inefficient. , 

of the motor tract of the lower portion of 
the spinal marrow, rousing into activity the organs deriving their nerves 
from this region, particularly those of the uterus and bladder. It is true 
that in a single case, it is said to have produced, in a large dose, a paraly- 
sis of the lower portion of the body of a dog, but this effect followed 
over-stimulation, which produces exhaustion. It is this stimulant property 
of ergot which we seek for, while we neglect its sedative effect upon the 

eratria, now beginning to be „is proving itself an ic, 
special stimulant, acting — particularly upon the sensor tract. i 
effect follows, bowever it may be administered. 

Aloes acts as an emmenagogue by stimulating the parts concerned to as- 
sume their proper function, and yet cures menorrhagia by stimulating the 
dilated and weakened capillaries. Dewees, p. 153 of his work on dis- 
eases of women, mentions a case, where he was astonished at the suc- 
cess of hiera picra in this disease, for the 2 him great trouble. 
He found it useful after this in other instances, and the cure was wrought, 
on the principle here laid down, of specific stimuli. The same thing re- 
sults from the use of ergot, savine, and capsicum, not because they can 
produce menorrhagia, but because they restore the tone and vigor of the 
diseased and weakened vessels. When desirous of curing a dropsy, if it 
arises from want of secretion in the kidney, we give the stimulants specifi- 
cally acting upon this part, premising, however, venesection and calomel if 
inflammation be present, then digitalis, squills, ly tte, juniper, hyd. E 
all possessing this peculiar power. If we prefer to evacuate : 
the alimentary canal, we give jalap, elaterium, tart, potass., &c., whicl 
stimulate the glands of this region. In jaundice, if not of an inſlammator 
character or depending on obstruction of the ducts, medicines w 
stimulate the apparatus for the secretion of bile are administered. In 
many cases of colic, Hull's pills, a compound of various spices and & 
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stimulant purgative adapted to the tissue particularly involved, have justly 
obtained considerable Paty. The — cited are sufficient to 
illustrate my view ; let the whole range of diseases be run through, and I 
am confident it will only strengthen the argument, and show te correct- 
ness of the general rule. | 

The only difficulty I have found has been with some of that class of 
remedies acting through the nervous system, and whose operations cannot 
be strictly watched ; this lies, however, not in anything militating against 
the theory, but from the difficulty of proving the position. I believe, 
however, that all of them owe their curative powers to some specific 


effects can be depended upon better than this. Now, on Hahnemann’s 
simp it ought to cure lysis, as it causes it, but it is quite useless. 

ordinary principles it should cure convulsions, as it causes paralysis ; 
but it will not, and the reason is that it is not specifically stimulant to the 
cord. In this disease, however, we do find benefit from valerian, zinc, 
iron and ergot, which are tonics to this part. ) 

Opium has a specific stimulant property in reference to the nerves of 
sensation, rticularly to that function brought into exercise in the trans- 
mission of pain. It is known to be, in small doses, stimulant, produc- 
ing the effects of spirit or wine. The Turks make use of it to stimulate 
the genital organs, thinking it increases voluptuous sensations. When it 
is taken in excess, a state of insensibility is produced; but we have no 
right to call this unknown state one of sedation, unless we can show that 
the similar one brought on by alcohol is of that character; yet the ope- 
ration of brandy is very similar to that of opium in allaying pain, but we 
have no hesitation in calling brandy stimulant, as it excites the heart. 
All we can say is, that in heavy doses it puts the brain in such a rela- 
tion to the mind that the latter cannot act upon the former. 

Illustrative of the effect of spirit in preventing pain, is the following 
case. Having occasion to remove nearly all the lower lip for a can- 
cerous disease from an intemperate man, I found him well prepared for 
the operation, having fortified himself with an extra glass or two. No 
marble could have been more passive during the incisions ; not a mus- 
cle moved, nor did a sigh escape him. Yet he was not intoxicated, but 
his nervous system was too much excited to feel as keenly as when in 
perfect sobriety. He only wondered that, as it hurt so little, he had 
never had it done before. The nitrous oxide gas has been used in quite 
a number of cases by our dentists, during the extraction of teeth, and 
has been found, by its excitement, perfectly to destroy pain. The pa- 


property of stimulation, and that their sedative power, if they possess any, 
is rarely, and then only indirectly, sought for by the physician. Digi- : 
talis, for instance, acts mechanically, as it were, upon the circulation, 
—— rest in its central organ, and yet digitalis has been much over- 
rated as a curative agent on this organ, and is less used than formerly. 
Let us take conium : its operation on the spinal marrow is of a sedative 
character; it produces convulsions, followed by paralysis, without sensi- 
bly affecting the sensor tract. Upon the glandular structure of the liver 
it is excitant, being one of our most energetic chologogues ; none of its 
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tients appear very merry during the operation, and no unpleasant effects 


But even if opium in these large doses is sedative, I answer that it 
does not militate against this theory, since we do not use the doses produc- 
ing narcotism, to cure, but may sometimes to produce temporary relief. 

It may be replied, that narcotism does sometimes cure, as in cases of de- 
lirium tremens. It is not narcotism which does it; that follows the 
decline of the disease. But delirium tremens is certainly attended vich 
debility, and a sedative will not cure it; therefore opium is not a seda- 
tive. It stimulates the irritated nervous system, bringing it nearer to a 
state of health. Hyoscyamus is a sedative to the brain and nervous sys- 
tem in part, particularly the motor; hence in large doses it will 

delirium tremens, but being a sedative it will not cure the disease, in spite 
of the doctrine of Hahnemann. When in this malady opium produces 
sleep, it prevents the waste of the vital powers, allowing an accumula- 
tion of it in the system. The enormous doses of this drug 

given, are not nearly as efficacious as smaller ones combined with the ſres 
use of spirits or ammonia, a practice — in the Blockley Hospital at 
Philadelphia, and which in my hands has been very successful. ‘This 
practice sooner brings the system up to the standard of health, leading to 

jet and refreshing sleep. No medicine is so stimulant to the speci 

tion of the sensor nerves, and none equals it as a tranquillizer of pam. 
Camphor exhilarates the mind, and in large doses excites the pulse. It 
is as a stimulant that it proves so useful in subsultus tendinum, result- 
ing from the exhaustion of fever. It stupefies like opium, and may thus 
quiet pain, but its specific effect on the sensor nerves is less marked, for 
it has less relation to this system. Camphor will relieve strangury, and 
is commonly resorted to for this purpose; yet in an over dose it has oc- 
casionally — the same thing, and I have seen the same in a matk- 
ed degree an over dose of morphine. Camphor relieves this state, 
not by producing a similar disease, but by its stimulating the mucous 
membrane, and particularly the nerves of sensation, in this way proving 
vastly superior to turpentine and lytie, both of which are much more 
likely to cause a strangury, but have no power at all of relieving it in 
dose, In bilious colic its combination with ether, will, just as Hull's 
and for the same reason, prove very useful. It is by no means im- 
probable that the narcotic drugs operate upon the nervous system just as 
stimulants upon the vascular. Dr. Billing and Dr. Young hold opinions 
+ ap te similar, though 1 was not aware of the fact until after writing 
above. 

There is no phenomenon more difficult to be accounted for, than that 
of convulsions. In itself it appears to indicate neither excess nor diminu- 
tion of nervous energy; it seems, however, to result from an irritability, 
which is best treated by invigorating remedies. It may arise from the 
loss of some principle of vitality in the —_ cord, which allows the 
nervous energy generated in or emanating from the brain, to act with un- 
wonted force. Muller says, page 661, “ It appears necessary to direct 
attention to the fact, that any sudden change in the condition of the 
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nerves of muscles, by whatever cause it be produced, is productive of a 
shock to the muscles. The closing or interruption of the galvanic circle, 
sudden destruction of the nervous tissue, burning, chemical influence, 
mechanical stretching, and all such influences, appear to give an impulse 
to the imponderable principle of the nerves, by which either a current or 
oscillation of that principle towards the muscle is excited, whether the 
external influence heighten or depress the vital energy of the nerves them- 
selves. Hence muscular contractions may attend any, even the most 
feeble state of the vital forces, the nervous principle being capable of 
such motion or oscillation, as excites the muscles to action, when any 
change is produced in the state of the nerves, even though the a 
of the nervous principle is upon the point of being annihilated. We 
have here the opportunity of verifying the law laid down in the Prolegc- 
‘mena, that excitation is perfectly different from augmentation of the vital 
forces, that an animal system may be stimulated to death, and that even 
the narcotic substances (the alterantia nervina ) which have the 

of producing so great a change in the nervous matter, may give rise to 
symptoms of irritation or excitation, while they destroy the vital property 
oſ the nerves.” We have a constant tremor and convulsive state in a 
rauscle cut across. This energy of the muscle is derived directly from 
the blood, and the obstruction of its supply uces paralysis; the 
nerves take to this, messages from the brain, and it responds to any com- 
munication. Animals bled to death, die convulsed, and this action is con- 
tinued after death. I had prepared more on this subject, but finding 
this‘ opinion of Muller so apropos to the purpose, I — quoted it, 
merely adding that my opinion is strengthened by his view, and I will 
leave the matter resting on his authority. 

We can now hardly attribute this state of things to undue generation 
of nervous power, but rather everything tends to show a depressed state 
of this system of nerves. I think, then, we may class strychnine as an 
irritant of the motor tract of the cord, or the motor centre of the brain, 
and it is for this reason that its effects are especially felt upon the diseased 
side in paraplegia, a phenomenon which has created much speculation, 
since a part in u weakened state more quickly feels an irritant than one 
that is well and endued with the powers of resistance. In tetanus the 
muscles are frecly supplied with blood, allowing them to draw from the 
fountain all that is necessary for their contractility ; the diseased motor 
tract indicates great irritability, and the slightest external causes are suffi- 
cient to excite perturbation throughout the system of the former. Is not 
this irritability leading to convulsive action, in a motor nerve, the same 
condition of that nerve as pain of a sensor? If to this latter an irritant 
be applied, pain is uced; if to the optic the same irritant be 
applied, we have the sensation of light; if to a nerve of motion, 
8 results. li not unfrequently happens that in puerperal convulsions, 

woman feels, as it were, a metastasis of pain from the uterus to the 
head, and this is instantly followed by spasms. Severe pain, it is well 
known, frequently induces convulsions. This view is borne out by the 
results of practice. Many of the nervines calculated to relieve pain, are 
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also useful in the removal of convulsions. Valerian cures both hysteric 
pains and spasms ; opium and camphor do the same. This state of the 
motor and sensor nerves I have endeavored to show is relieved by stimuli 
adapted to their especial organization, and if | have failed, I believe it 
is not owing to want of truth on ny side, but to the difficulty of ob- 
taining full proof of the operation of medicines on the nervous system. 
Though there may be some obscurity around some parts of this theory, I 
am confident it will dispel the crowd of difficulties attending every other. 
I hope the assistance of others will be rendered in. developing this truth, if 
indeed it be one. 

As respects two of the doctrines of Hahnemann, that diseases have their 
origin in syphilis and the itch, and that infinitesimal doses have an action 
on disease, I have nothing to do at t, but only with that of “ stms- 
lia stmilibus curantur,” the Latin of which has made considerable impres- 
sion on the public mind. According to the theory advanced by me, we 
shall find the disciples of Hahnemann frequently successful in the treatment 
of diseases, when they give sufficient doses of a medicine which in an 
over-dose would over-stimulate the organ or function, this perhaps produc- 
ing a disease similar to the one desi ed to be relieved ; but when they give 
a reinedy in any dose which will be a direct sedative to a part, even if the 
remedy is capable of producing precisely such a disease, it will be a total 
failure, How few diseases are truly represented by the poisonous effects 
of remedies, or even distantly shadowed! What agent will produce 
scald head, onychia, mammary enlargements, malignant pustule, cata- 
lepsy, tonsillitis, hooping cough, gonorrhea, gout, phlegmasia dolens, dia- 
betes, and a host of other maladies, contagious and non-contagious ? 
all these, with the exception of the last sometimes, yield easily and ly 
to their specific stimuli. ‘There are, moreover. some diseases of a deadly 
character, whose symptoms are so closely imitated by medicines, as to 
lead to the belief that they must yield to Hahnemann’s theory if correct, 
as tetanus and hydrophobia. Yet, alas, how vain is the hope! Tartar- 
ized antimony wil produce inflammation of the stomach, if given in an 
over dose, yet we know its powerlessness in sinall doses, and its bad effects 
in large. Foxglove is a sedative to the heart ; would one rely upon it to 
revive a patient overwhelmed with a shock? Iron increases the red 
globules in the blood ; will it cure a plethora? Will tannin, a powerful 
astringent, cause profuse hemorrhage? The system of Hahnemann has 
not triumphed over a single disease before his day not equally under the 
power of medicine, while there has been so much of error in the only 
— worthy of attentive consideration, as to lead medicine, so far as 

relates to him, a retrograde path. 

Let it not be understood, that I advocate the stimulant plan ; 
far from it. I ain fully aware of its dangers, and should be N 
last to advocate its adoption. It has been my design to point out what I 
consider the seat of power in remedies, and that when we use them, it is 
their specific stimulant operation which is brought into action, and never, 
except incidentally, their sedative. Adopting this principle (and the 
more it is examined the more true it appears), there will be little difficulty 
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in presenting an effectual barrier against the armies of empiricism, while 
we shall have a sure guide in our therapeutic researches, and vastly more 
satisfaction in the treatment of disease. | 


PROGRESS OF VACCINATION IN SIAM. 


Dr. Brantey, the writer of the following letter addressed to the Editor, 
Is a missionary physician, in the service of the American Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, and has been stationed several years at Bangkok, the 
capital city of the Kingdom of Siam. After a series of well-conducted 
experiments, he came to the conclusion, some time since, that vaccina- 
tion could not succeed in that climate during the rainy season. His ob- 
servations on the subject were published in the Journal. It was regard- 
ed as a singular modification of the law of nature, so unerring in all other 
countries, that the absorbents refused to carry the virus into the system 
at certain periods, or, if introduced, no visible manifestations of it were 
discoverable. By the communication appended to this note, it will be 
seen that Dr. Bradley’s theory has been put to a trial, and he has satis- 
factorily discovered that the law was not in fault, but the virus with which 
heexperimented. The letter was received on Wednesday last.—Eb.] 

Dran Sir,—I feel peculiarly happy in acknowledging the receipt and 
success of a parcel of pi f n was 
sent from Boston about the Ist of November, 1843, and reached me 
July 19th. It was lodged at Singapore some months, and finally came 
from thence by a vessel express, as if the Lord would have me put to a 
stronger test my theory, that vaccination could not probably be propagated 
in Siam during the wet seasons, and afford him an opportunity to answer 
most signally the prayers of his people here, for the blessing of vaccina- 
tion in Siam. The parcel was in a rr 
of our agents at Singapore. They knew not that it was there, or that 
we wanted any such thing. But as it was a light box, they took it, with 
two others, and put it on board a little craft that was charterd to bear R. 
Hunter, Esq., to Bangkok. We had many other packages there, but 
the captain could take no others. It arrived in the very midst of our 
wet season. I had made so many experiments with a multitude oſ other 

rcels from almost every quarter of the world, with utter failure, and 
had found, by many trials, that it was exceedingly difficult, not to say 
impossible, to produce even the smallpox from a scab of the same, in this 
country, that it seemed a very hopeless work to experiment for vacciua 
again, and that, too, in the wet season, and with matter taken more than 
nine months before. When I first received the virus, I could hardly 
summon a heart to ask the natives to let me experiment upon them again, 
as I had so often raised and immediately blasted their hopes in this way 
since the year 1840 (when, it will be recollected, I had some success in 
vaccination for a period of fourteen or fifteen weeks). But this hopeless- 
ness did not continue long, as we had some little ones exposed to the 
terrible variola. I began my experiments from a few scabs on the 23d 
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of July, observing very carefully all your directions. I think I inserted 
the matter into seven or eight children, Americans and natives, by at 
least forty punctures. I anxiously waited for the result eight days, and then 
suffered great heart-sinking by finding no kind of pustules. I then re- 
vaccinated the most of these persons, with two children of a Chinaman, 
in whose family 1 had vaccinated successfully in 1840. The mother 
— oe the blessing of vaccination, for she had proved it to be 
powerful. I cannot find language to express the joy I had, after six 
days from that time, in finding that one of her little girls had a small vac- 
cine pustule on her arm. The child was the very last one I could have 
any hope from, for she was so unruly in vaccinating her that I could not 
do it at all to mind. I had no confidence it would take; while I had 
some hope that it might take in some one of the others. Thus hope and 
prt ge 4 all was hopeless and dead. In this second experi- 
it. the seventh day operation, I found the pustule progress- 
ing, answering my most sanguine hopes, and vaccinated my own child, 
another child of the missionaries, and five or six of the natives. I was de- 
lighted to find, after six days, that almost every one of these had taken the 
vaccina. With much effort I succeeded in gaining the confidence of the 
ts and guardians of another set of children, to vaccinate from these. 
matter was less quick in the third crop than before, and less so in the 
fourth than in the third, so that I much feared it would run out. But 
having many different sets of children on different days of every week, 
have managed to keep the matter working until now. I have inserted 
the matter into about 350 „ and on counting up my notes of 
those that I have seen after vaccination, that about one third of the 
whole have taken it. Had I not had several centres of influence at one 
ing on better than a or two a strongly suspect that w 
The Rev. 
J. Goddard has volunteered to aid in carrying forward the work by vac- 
cinating among the Chinese, and so, also, has the Rev. S. Johnson. 1 
have just issued a treatise on vaccination, a copy of which 1 will send 
you as a curiosity. I hope it will do much to dispel the many preju- 
dices of this people against vaccination. The season for the smallpox 
has not yet arrived. It is near at hand, when our work will be tested. 
Your Journal of Medicine and Surgery comes regularly to me, and I 
read it with much zest, and, I hope, t. Accept of my most hearty 
thanks for your verance in ing the vaccine virus. How great 
is the good you have already done in this, I need not tell you, and it is 
destined to augment continually. I have just received another parcel of 
virus from you—it came to hand this day. I will keep it in case of fu- 
ture need. Do not fail to send it twice a year. Excuse my very great 
haste, for l am almost crushed with cares. Yours truly, 
Bangkok, Sept. 14, 1844. 7 D. Brapter. 
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CASE OF RENAL DROPSY. 
By 8. C. Farrar, M. D., of Brandon, Mississippi. 


Joun, a slave of Mr. P., was attacked, some four or five months since, 
with cedema of the legs, for which his master gave him various diuretics ; 
from the use of which, for a few weeks, the dropsical symptoms abated— 

22 anasarcous. In 


this condition he was placed, three or ſour weeks beſore his death, under 


- maratim. 3 i. Mix, and give a teaspoonful three times a day. 
This compound had the effect of increasing the flow of urine, and of 


him take digitalis, squills and calomel combined, in the form of 
night and } No improvement from this prescri f A oa 
eight days previous to his death he complained for the first time of pain 


suspected this to be a case of renal 
twelve ounces with relief to the head. the 12th of February, three 
days after the first bleeding, it was repeated, but with no i 


advantage. | 
13th. ptoms worse. 14th. Skin cold, and bedewed with perspi- 
ration; pu intermittent; at 5 
At the post-mortem examination at 9 0 next 
day, the Blowing appearances were noted. Pericardium distended with 
water ; hypertrophy of the right ventricle of the heart, without any ap- 
parent obstacle to the exit of blood; left kidney enlarged, weighing 
13 on. (avoirdupois), mottled ; also numerous linear depressions ; right 
kidney — atdahieg 134 oz., mottled, and stained; the lower 
part, of a dark color, yet bloodless; the cortical substance present- 
ing, when cut into, a pale surface, with the exception of the 
dark space on the lower part of the right kidney. These kidneys were 
weighed in the e of Mr. Wm. Reber, a student of medicine, who 
assisted me in t 3.2 examination. They were also examined 
by R. G. King, M.D., who concurs with me in opinion that this was a 
well-marked case of albuminia. Since 1837 (the year that Dr. Bright 
first called the attention of the medical world to this singular and 
formidable disease), Rayer, Christison and others have described granu- 
lar degeneration of the kidneys, and M. Rayer has related instances 
in which the kidneys weighed 12 oz.; but, so far as 1 am informed, this 
is the most remarkable case of hypertrophied kidney on record. My 
object in reporting this case is to present additional evidence of the in- 


my care; tongue clean, appetite good, — — 
but not intermittent; breathing laborious; skin dry and motiled on the 
breast by white lines and patches; thirst excessive ; bowels 5 to 
constipation, secretion of urine small ; is unable to sleep with his head 
low, complains of no pain either in the chest or loins. 

Treatment, first day jalap and cream of tartar; then Eberle’s com- 
pound R. tart. each § ss. ; 
ameliorating the dropsical symptoms, but the improv was po- 
his tion became more and more 
in ns; head also affected with pain; pulse full and strong. I now 
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sidious of Dr. Bright’s kidney disease. From the size and 
altered condition of the kidneys, it is manifest that disease must have 
been going on in them for some time, although no indication of lesion 
was furnished by pain, until a few days previous to the patient’s death. 
So obtuse is the sensibility of the kidney, that incurable lesions may oc- 
cur in it before we are apprised of the disease, by pain—and hence 
in cannot be regarded as one of the pathognomonic symptoms of al- 
maria. 
Frequent examinations of the urine in reference to its specific gravi 
aed the. quantity of albumen, will perhaps. furnish the wal the 
best and strongest evidence of renal dropsy; the urine of this patient 
was not examined, because the disease had progressed almost to its fatal 
period before renal dropsy was suspected.— New Orleans Med. Jour. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAI. JOURNAL. | 


BOSTON, JUNE 18, 18465. 


Diagrams of the Fatal Circulation.—Beautifully-colored copies of 

Saint Ange’s illustrations of the fetal circulation of the blood, accompani- 
ed, on the same sheet, with plans of the circulation in the four classes of 
vertebral animals, have been published by Hotchkiss & Co., Court street, 
Boston. Mr. Childs, the artist, never, probably, succeeded better in any 
lithographic undertaking. The principal merit in these drawings consists 
in conveying an exact representation of the actual appearance of the ar- 
teries and veins, from the heart to the placenta. A student at once em- 
braces the whole mechanical arrangement of the vessels in the fetus, by 
this chart, which he could not so well understand by hours of study over 
the most lucid anatomical text book. The enterprise is deserving the at- 
tention and patronage of gentlemen who have students. 


Missouri Medical Journal.—St. Louis is fast becoming one of the 
great medical centres, if the multiplication of means for enlarging the boun- 

ies of medical science is to be accounted an indication. There have for 
some time been two medical schools there, and now there are two medical 
journals, and in the march of things, there may be more of both before the 
close of the year. St. Louis is a charming city, and is distinguished for 
the enterprise of its citizens. The profession of medicine embraces in 
its ranks, in that place, men of high attainments, whose ambition, like 
their skill, knows no limits within the compass of human efforts. The 
whole West is their ground—and if they cultivaet the mass of medical 
intellect that is yet to be employed in that vast region stretching towards 
the Rocky Mountains, human health and happiness will be increased. 

R. F. Stevens, M.D., commenced, on the first of Mey, the Missouri 
Medical and Surgical Journal, which is to appear monthly. It is folded 
and stitched in octavo, twenty-four pages, with a cover, at two dollars a 
year, in advance. The specimen No. contains several papers that will be 
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read with satisfaction, coming as they do from respectable sources. One 
of the rs, On the Mode ef Operation and Therapeutital Applica- 
tion of Iodine and its Preparations,” by Thomas Barbour, M. D., de- 
serves the special examination of practitioners. We know of but one essay 
extant, that imparts more satisfactory information on the subject, and that 
is a prize essay, that appeared at Edinburgh a few years since. Wishi 
Dr. Stevens a prosperous editorial career, we tender our good will. May 
subscribers increase and abound like prairie flowers. 


Book of Prudential Revelations.—But little more than an acknow- 
of the reception of a copy of Dr. De Fontaine’s Golden Bible 
of Nature, was made in last week’s Journal. Opportunity has since been 
given of carrying our investigations further into the sinuosities and — 
rinthine windings of the work. If patents were ever granted to - 
makers, on the score of driginality, this author's claim would not be dis- 
puted. In the honesty of undisguised vanity, the writer speaks of him- 
self more flatteringly than he will be spoken of by posterity. Perched on 
the summit of an unique monument of his own fabrication, Dr. De Fon- 
taine looks down upon the moving world beneath, with a complacency 
only felt by men constituted like himself. 

The title of the work is, The Book of Prudential Revelations, or 
the Golden Bible of Nature and Reason, and the Confidential Doctor at 
Home, expounding to the Family Circle the Laws of Human Nature and 
Health, and the Doctrine, Origin and Progression of Diseases, and their 
effectual philanthropic Remedies.” It contains 506 pages, and is divided 
into three parts. The execution of the printing is admirable, and in its 
finish, the work exceeds a majority of those that claim distinction on ac- 
count of mechanical beauty. 

In approaching the commencement of Part I., we stumble upon a lau- 
datory poem, supposed to have been written by Dr. Percival,” who, we 
ater is understood to be the celebrated poet and geologist, of New 

aven, which starts off in the dignity of heroic verse, hos 


This part contains a vast amount of physiological truth, but related in a 
manner to do more harm than good. A degree of inexcusable voluptu- 
ousness pervades a portion of the text, which a teacher of physiology has 
no right to manifest; as we contend that a physician is bound to clothe 
his advice in language as chaste as that of the moralist. Dr. De Fon- 
taine is not an ignorant man, by any means; those who may accuse him 
of being so, will absolutely wrong him. Like a great ship, he is freight- 
ed with all conceivable articles, yet standing out to sea without a rudder, 
compass or commander. He abounds in curious and important facts, oc- 
casionally presented in brilliant language, yet they are so mixed up and 
conglomerated with non-essentials, as to be singularly obscure. Think- 
ing men will not trouble themselves to dig for gold in the De Fontaine 
mine, when ready coin is at hand of a finer caret. 

Part II. does not require especial notice. Its anatomical details are 
doctrinal, and in conformity to the teachings of anatomists. Indeed, 
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| „ Beware of doctors—stealthily who tread, 
Like gloomy spectres round the sick man's bed; 
With dangerous drugs, deceptive, * keep, 
; And cure their patients with eternal sleep.’ 
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some of the descriptions are admirable, both on account of the description 
of individaal organs, and of the physiology of their functions. 

Part III., on which the erratic author appears to have concentrated all 
his force, is an anomaly in literature. Hold up your heads,” cried the 
sergeant at drill, and so say we to the purchaser of the Golden Bible. 
Was vanity ever distilled? Either Dr. De Fontaine is insane in regard 
to the subject of his own claims upon intelligent society, or else all the 
rest of christendom is mad as a March hare. This perpetual glorifi- 
cation of one’s self may be a very pleasant employment to a writer, and 
a sickening to people entertaining common-sense notions 

propriety. 

Lastly—who will buy the Book of Prudential Revelations ? Not phy- 
sicians; since it would add nothing to their stock of knowledge. 
whining, feeble, medicine-taking persons, who are always trying the new 
doctor, and taking all the quack medicines on sale at country post-offices, 
will revei in the profound mysteries unfolded to them in this prodigious 
bibliographical undertaking.—Modest men may well exclaim, is this an 
age of bronze! 


iples and Illustrations of copy of 
Messrs. ilver & Burr’s edition of Dr. Hope, edited by Dr. Lawson, 


was brought to us through Mr. Mussey’s book-store, Cornhill, towards 
the close of last week. ‘The ates are in the highest degree creditable 
to the artists of Cincinnati. y could hardly be excelled in any other 
city of the Union. We must have sufficient leisure to admire such a se- 
ries of pictures as characterize this elegant volume, before committing 
our impressions to paper. 


American Edition of Copland’s Dictionary.—From appearances, this 
great work, under the revision of Dr. Lee, will receive such patronage as 
the Harpers are in the habit of commanding when they bring out a useful 
book. The Nos. 3, 4 and 6 we have not yet seen; but — the good 
workmanship of those which have reached our table, we have undiminish- 
ed confidence in the character of the publication, and in Dr. Lee’s ability 
to adapt it to the wants of the whole body of American physicians. 


Pennsylvania Hospital.— We learn, from the Annual Report of this 
Hospital, that the number of patients remaining on the 4th of April, 
1844, was 89; admitted within the last year, 955, total 1044. Of these, 
there were discharged, 956; remaining April 4th, 1845, 88. The 
average number of patients maintained in the Hospital during the past 
year has been 102, of whom 21 were pay and 81 poor patients. Of the 
poor patients admitted in this year, 326 were persons who had sustained 
accidental injury requiring surgical aid. Of this description were also 
20 of the cases remaining in the Hospital at the close of the preceding 
year. Total number of accidents treated during the year, 346. 

The total number of patients admitted into the Hospital from its estab- 
lishment in 1752, to 4th month 26th, 1845, has been 41,988, of whom 
23,283 have been poor people, maintained and treated at the expense of 
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the institution. From 2d month IIth, 1752, when the first patient was 

received, to 4th month 26th, 1845, there have been cured, 26,299; re- 

lieved, 4,936; removed without having received material benefit, 3, 190; 
and discharged for misconduct, 1,145 ; pregnant women safely de- 

livered, 1,013; infants born in the hospital and discharged in health, 955; 

died, 4,372. Total, 41,900. 


Annual Homeopathic Convention.—The American Institute of Home- 

athy held its second annual session in New York on the 14th and 15th ult. 
Jacob Jeanes, M.D., of Philadelphia, was elected President of the session, 
and Edward Bayard, M.D., of New York, General Secretary for the en- 
suing year. The following States were fully and ably represented: Maine, 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, andOhio. The committee on the Materia 
Medica, Drs. Herring, Lin en, Jeanes, Neidhard and Williamson, of 
Philadelphia, made a highly interesting and important report upon certain 
American plants and other medicinal agents, whose properties were hith- 
erto unknown. Several communications connected with the subject of 
Homeopathy were received from physicians who were unable to attend 
the meeting of the Institute. The papers being read, were ordered to be 
filed. The Institute unanimously resolved not to admit as a member an 

rson who had not pursued a regular course of medical studies, accor 
ing to the requirements of the existing medical institutions of our country, 
and in addition thereto, sustained an examination before the censors of 
the Institute, on theory and practice of homeopathy. The committee of 
publication were instructed to publish the first volume of the transactions 
of the Institute. Dr. Gray presented to the Institute three volumes on the 
subject of homeopathy published during the past year, including the first 
volume of Hahnemann’s great work on chronic diseases, translated by 
— of b homœopathists, the 

r iscussion of various subjects in ing to ists, 
— adjourned to meet at Philsdelphia on the second Monday of 
y next. 


Sojourn of a Cherry Stone nine months in the Air Passages. By M. 
Mastieorat-Lacemarp.—A woman, 54 years of age, without cause 
known to herself, was seized with fits of coughing, which came on every 
eight or nine days, and continued for several minutes. She had no fe- 
verish symptoms, nor pain of chest, nor unusual respiratory murmur. As 
the cough was always attended with sensation of suffocation, she asked 
medical advice; but as no cause could be detected to account for the 
cough, it was deemed nervous, and treated accordingly, but without afford- 
ing any relief. Nine months after its appearance, during a fit of cough- 
ing, she expectorated a hard body, which, on examination, proved to be 
a cherry stone surrounded with a calcareous incrustation.—Edi 
Med. and Surg. Jour., from Gazette Medicale de Puris. 


Mortality of Amherst.—A statement has been published of the number 
of deaths in Amherst, in Hampshire county, Mass., during the year 
ending May 1. The whole number of deaths during that period was 54, 
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in a population of 2550, and what is remarkable is the disparity be- 
tween the deaths of males and females, viz. : 12 only of the former, and 42 
of the latter. There were 15 deaths of consumption, and 11 of fever. 
The number of births was 76, and of marriages 19. 


Medical Miscellany. — Accounts are brought of much sickness at Deme- 
rara.— The governor of Bermuda has recommended to the legislature of 
the Island to establish a lunatic asylum.—Dr. Payne, of Westminster, 
Carrol Co., Maryland, recently performed tracheotomy under peculiarly 
trying circumstances, by which a fine boy was saved from a speedy death. 
—Drs. McDowell and Sykes, of St. Louis, Mo., were both committed to 
jail, lately, for refusing to testify before the Grand Jury in relation to a duel, 
in which they were the reputed surgeons in waiting —A German bled to 
death in forty-five minutes after having a tooth extracted, at Cincinnati, 
two weeks since.—No. VIII. of Dr. Copland’s Dictionary of Practical 
Medicine, New York edition, is ready for subscribers.—Dr. Robert Young 
has been appointed clerk of the Navy Board at Norfolk. 


Eanarun.— Page 339, line 14 from bottom, the sentence should cluse with the 
word cure, i of two lines below. 


Maauien,—At New York, Alex. B. Cleland, of Canada, to Miss F. K. Roberts. 
Dien,—At New York, Dr. Charles E. Lock, 38, formerly of Boston.—J 


Barr, M. D., of Ipswich, Mass., 55.—In Windsor, Conn., Dr. N. Sill, 84.— 
At Barnstead, George, 50. 


N.H., Dr. Noah J. T. 


Number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending Jane, 14,47—Malee, 29; Females, 18. Steillbora, I. 

Of consumption, 9--typhus fever, 3—sccidental, 1—euicide, l—ecarlet fever, 
5—dropey in the head, S—inflammation of the brain, 2—inflammation of the bowels, 2—lung fever, 4 
—convulsions, 2—abscess, '—inflammation of the langs, 1—sapoplexy, 2—old age, 3—pleurisy, 
infantile, \—disease of the brain, I— unknown, 2. 

Under 5 years, 15—between 5 and 20 years, - between 20 and 60 years, 22—over 60 years, 4. 


REGISTER OF THE WEATHER, 
Kept at the State Lunatic Hospital, Worcester, Mass. Lat. 42° 15' 49”. Elevation 483 ft. 


May. Therm. Barometer. Wind. May. Therm. Barometer. Wiad. 
1 | from 44 to 62 | from 29.28 to 29.50 W 17 | from 39 to 42 | from 29.88 to 29.438 | NE 
2 54 80 NW 18 1 8658 29.17 NE 
8 40 70 29.40 29.46 8 W 19 49 786 29.15 29.28) 8W 
4 52 77 29.40 | SE 20 57 78 29.32 29.33; BW 
5 58 59 25 29.38 N W 21 51 63 29.32 29.39: W 
6 40 71 29.38 40 80 22 46 67 29.38 29.45 SW 
7 46 70 29.10 29.19 SW 23 7 65 29.28 29.80 W 
8 86 51 29.20 29.40 NN 24 46 60 29.28 29.87 [N MW 
9 88 54 29.47 29.61 [NW 25 N 50 29.27 89.29 NW 

lo 8 653 29.76 29.00 N W 26 “4 65 29.07 29.94) W 

11 46 78 29.50 29.68 8 W 27 46 78 29.28 29.5 W 

12 65 88 29.48 29.50 W 28 59 76 29.32 29.89 SW 

13 82 74 29.52 29.63 | 8 E 29 50 61 29.20 29.97; W 

14 55 78 29.19 29. 8 W 30 2 56 29.38 29.58) NW 

15 51 75 29.04 29.08 .8W | $1 66 29.60 29.644, NW 

16 40 43 29% 29.44 N E 

This month has been pleasant, rather cold, the first half of it dry, and vegetation back werd ibe 
last, about an average for flowering and foliage. Severe frosts have been felt the last ten days, destroy- 

ing some early garden plants. Range of Thermometer, from 34 to 886—Barometer, from 29.07 to 29.84. 

Rain, 3.23 inches. May Ist, Peach and Hyacinth in blossom. 3d, Pyrus Japonica in blossom. 4th, 

Shad bush in blossom. 5th, blossom. 9th, Apple in blossom Frost. 10th, Frost 

20th, Thunder storm in the le Mouatain Ash in blossom 24, Horse Chesnat in blossom. 
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408 Medical Intelligence. 


Pathological Specimens.—A female, in the syphilitic wards of the 
Philadelphia Hospital, died rather suddenly, and her death could be traced 
to no certain cause. It became, therefore, an important inquiry to de- 
termine it. The lungs were found loaded with miliary tubercles, but there 
was no evidence during life of tuberculosis of the lung. Percussion— 
practised before the class—gave a duller sound than natural. It may 
seem strange that the presence of so many tubercles should have excited 
so little irritation during life, yet we know that such is not unfrequentl 
the case. The lecturer has seen the lungs most extensively studded wi 
calcareous deposits, where not the slightest evidence had existed during 
life of any pulmonary lesion. It is certain that in the present case the 
condition of the lungs could not account for death. ‘The heart presented 
nothing abnormous. 

Before death, blood, the amount of which could not be estimated, was 
passed from the rectum, and a still greater quantity was discharged 
afterwards. 

The cavity of the rectum communicated by ulcerated openings—pro- 
bably syphilitic—with that of the vagina. 

The lecturer remarked, that there seemed to be no assignable cause for 
death, unless the amount of hemorrhage was sufficient to produce it, 
which scarcely seemed probable. It is possible, indeed, that the fatal 
event might have occurred from syncope, and that in the diseased condi- 
tion of the patient, the heart was unable to resume its action. At times, 
mercurial erethism induces a fatal result, but, although she was affected 
with syphilis, no mercury had been administered. 

He referred to a case that fell under his cognizance, in which death 
occurred from the simple application of the unguentum hydrargyri oxidi 
rubri to eczema rubrum of the leg. The patient, whilst sitting up in 
bed under mental emotion, became faint, fell back, and expired suddenly. 
The — was examined, and as no evident cause of death existed, it was 
— to have occurred from mercurial erethism. Many similar cases 

ve been described by Mr. Pearson and others.—Prof. Dunglison’s 
Clinical Lecture, in Medical Examiner. 


Oralic Acid in Rhubarb or Pie Plant.—A family of four persons, in 
this city, recently, after eating freely of the leaves of the domestic rhu- 
barb or pie plant, boiled, and served as ‘‘ greens,” were, all of them, 
shortly seized with severe vomiting. In one of the persons it was follow- 
ed by gastritis. The others recovered directly after the vomiting. We 
have occasionally seen notices in new rs of this plant producing nox- 
ious effects. Will some of our chemical friends furnish us with a quan- 
titative analysis of it, with reference especially to the proportion of oxalic 
acid which it contains — Buffalo Medical Journal. 


Statistics of Suicides in France in 1843.—In 1843, the number of sui- 
cides in all France was 3020, being 154 more than in 1842; the number 
of suicides in the ‘Department of the Seine alone was 551. 

Of the whole number, 729 were females, or 24 per cent. 

There were under 16 years of age 15; octogenarians, 20; septuagena- 
— 384. * 

means of suicide were, ing, 1098; ing, 954 ; fire- arms, 
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